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Hopeman Community Bus
Hopeman Community Bus addresses health inequalities via
providing transport to access health appointments along the coast
where there is no direct public transport between communities.
They are also developing the service to include wellbeing and social
isolation trips. Now in the cost-of-living crisis the bus is being used
to transport people to Warm Spaces and Social Hub – increasing
access to those opportunities. 

There are plans to expand this service with access for young people.
This will help them to attend out of hours school opportunities from
communities without direct access via public transport. There is also
a need for transport to health appointments, peer support groups
and cultural events without having to rely on parents, they can keep
their anonymity.



Community Wealth Building (CWB)
CWB looks at building a local economy by keeping the money in the
community. Affordable public transport is an important part of the
strategy. 

With it, young people can stay in their communities as they can
travel to jobs from smaller towns access local culture and allow
them the dignity of getting about independently. 

Older people can stay in their communities as they will have local
access to what they need.  

The community bus is the first step to developing local community
transport to give affordable access to jobs and services and begins
to address the isolation that the lack of public transport brings. 



Part of the anchor institutions actions in CWB is procurement of
services locally and via small providers. 

Local authorities can commission small bus services with the
funding they need to supply affordable transport so they can
address accessibility issues and help the service become
sustainable. 

CWB



Community transport reframed as an inequality 
Small communities isolated due to lack of public transport.
Health inequalities as small community GP surgeries close and
its necessary to travel to centralised health centres.  
Social isolation across all demographics in outlying
communities with no public transport.  
Transport poverty - assumption that people have cars-
services zoned away from small communities or in the outskirts
of larger ones.  
Unequal access to services and advice if you can’t get there. 
Loss of opportunities for access to work if you can’t travel to
where the jobs are, or it takes too long and is too expensive. 
Loss of cultural opportunities as they tend to be in the centres
of large communities. 
This all leads to a higher cost of living. 



We hope you find
this helpful!

Coastal Connections
For more information email fiona@otbds.org

kate@otbds.org 
 https://otbds.org/projects/coastal-

connections/

Coastal Connections is a project funded through the Community-Led programme – an award
from The National Lottery Community Fund, made possible by National Lottery players

https://otbds.org/projects/connecting-equalities/
https://otbds.org/projects/coastal-connections/

